
2020-2021 Frequently Asked Questions 

  

1) Q: The Final Forms are telling me I need to complete "enrollment." Does 
that mean my student is not enrolled in school? 

A: No. This enrollment is into the Final Forms program which allows you to 
access all beginning of year forms online. 

  

2) Q: Do I need to fill out Final Forms since no students are in the building 
for the 1st Nine Weeks? 

A: Yes. We still need you to fill out the Final Forms stating what OPTION you 
prefer if/when students are able to return to school. This is important for us for 
planning purposes. Parents will be able to change this option at the beginning of 
each nine-week period. 

OPTION 1: School-Based Learning: You want your child to be 
taught in the school building as much as possible. This could 
range anywhere from 2 days to 5 days in the building with other 
days as remote learning days. The days in the school building will 
be based on current COVID emergency levels. 

  
OPTION 2: Home-Based Learning: You want your child to learn 
remotely from home ONLY. You do not want your child in the 
school building at all. 
  
 

3) Q: The survey mentions where I want my student for the year. Am I going 
to be locked into the decision I make currently for the entire school year? 
A: No. Parents will be able to change the placement of their child, between 
School-Based Learning and Home-Based Learning, at the beginning of each 9 
weeks grading period. 

  

4) Q: How will the school accommodate students that are School-Based 
Learners, but must miss time at school due to illness or being 
quarantined? 



A: The remote resources available to those enrolled in Home-Based Learning 
can be used to assist those students who are out of the building due to illness 
and/or being quarantined. 

  

5) Q: Will students have breaks, possibly outside or in larger areas, so that 
they can take off their mask and move around freely? 

A: Elementary School students will have at least one 30-minute scheduled 
recess per day, weather permitting, as they have had in past years. These 
recesses may be more structured than in previous years to meet current safety 
protocols provided by the CDC, local and state  government agencies and health 
departments and the Ohio Department of Education however, this time will allow 
students to be outside and without a mask when social distancing is possible.  In 
addition, teachers are encouraged to give students “brain breaks” in a variety of 
ways throughout the school day as age-appropriate.  This may include activities 
such as stretching, Yoga, dance, etc. Jr. High and High School student’s 
schedules may allow for time throughout the day in which classes, lunch time, or 
activities are held outside, at  the staffs’ discretion, when appropriate and 
possible. 

 

6) Q: Will learning be synchronous (at designated times) or asynchronous 
(students work at their own time and pace)? 
 
A: The District plan allows for learning to be set as asynchronous, so families 
who cannot be with teachers and staff in “real time” can still receive a quality 
education. However, there will also be times where additional assistance and 
interaction with staff and other students will be available in a synchronous setting 
(set time). This may assist with the learning needs and engagement for students 
who are available and interested. These synchronous activities will not be 
requirements for class grades. 

  
  
7) Q: Will the district provide the internet? 
 
A: The Alexander Local School District is working hard to meet the needs of all of 
our families. For those who do not have internet access in their home, we will 
have several options available. Options include: 

1) Wifi available in the school parking lot. 
2) Buses wired with Hot Spots will be sent to Community Locations. 
3) Depending on the location of the family, individual Hot Spots may 

be available.   



 
 Students will not need to stay at these locations for hours every day.  

Lessons and necessary materials can be downloaded to their electronic  
device and marked for use offline. This allows students to download the 
materials at one time and work on them in a setting without the internet. 
*If other arrangements are still needed please contact your school office 
for assistance.  
 
  

8)   Q: Will there be any in person learning if a student cannot grasp a 
concept online? 

A: When students are engaging in Remote Learning, either through Home-Based 
Learning or School-Based Learning, there will be specific times, “office hours” 
available to access the teaching staff. If a student or parent needs help outside of 
the “real time” events or office hours,  they may contact staff by email, Google 
Classroom, or calling the school directly.  We ask you please allow 24 hours for a 
response from a staff member if contacted outside of office hours.   

  
9)  Q: How will special education services be delivered? 
 
A: Intervention Specialists will work with General Education Teachers to make 
needed accommodations to student assignments. Intervention Specialists may 
choose to provide specially designed instruction for students through activities in 
a Google Classroom, virtual sessions on computer or telephone, or when 
available in person appointments with a student. 

  

10)   Q: How will ETR testing be completed? 

A: The district is looking into options that may allow for online assessing of 
students with disabilities needed for Evaluation Team Reports (ETR). Students 
may be able to be brought to our campus for individualized testing, if this is 
appropriate and possible to be done within local, state, and federal Health 
Department guidelines. 

  

11)   Q: How will related services be delivered? 

A: Related services such as Speech and Language, Physical Therapy, and 
Occupational Therapy will continue to be delivered through a variety of methods. 
The therapists may deliver these services through activities in a Google 



Classroom, virtual sessions on computer or telephone, or when available in 
person appointments with a student. 

  

12)   Q: My child struggles with wearing a mask, how will the district 
accommodate this? 

A: A state order from Governor DeWine on August, 4th 2020 states that all 
students in Kindergarten through 12th grade wear masks while in attendance at 
school. We will also have high expectations of mask usage in our Preschool 
classrooms. We know that students, especially in our younger grades, may have 
a hard time with this initially. It is crucial for all children to start practicing wearing 
masks in increasing increments of time at home, so when at school your child is 
prepared to meet this expectation.  

*There are specific exceptions to this guideline set forth in the state order. Some 
possible exceptions include, but are not limited to,  students with medical 
conditions,students with a  disability or other  ……. For students with a medical 
condition to be waived from this guideline, we ask you to provide a written 
excuse from a doctor stating such reason. For any child in which there are 
documented special education needs preventing the wearing of a mask, the 
waiver will be based on an IEP team decision. 

 

13)   Q: How will the district handle sending a sick student home if parents 
cannot be reached? 

A: Parents/Guardians are expected to list and maintain Emergency Contacts to 
minimize issues with being unable to make contact with a responsible adult. If a 
student is sick the district will contact the parents/guardians listed and make use 
of Emergency Contacts when needed. If transportation is a barrier to a family 
being able to pick up a sick child we will have bus drivers available for most of 
the day that can assist in transporting a sick child. If all other options fail 
additional outside agencies may be contacted as a last resort to assist with 
transportation. This is to prevent a sick child from exposing other students to the 
illness they have. 

  

14)   Q: Can parents sign a FERPA waiver to allow live virtual instruction 
with groups? 

A: A waiver will not be required for optional synchronous learning activities. 
When School-Based Learning is operating within the school building, “Live 



Streamed” lessons from a class being currently taught are not available because 
of other students within the classroom. 

 

15) Q: Will students need items from their traditional supply list while they 
engage in Remote Learning? 

A: The District will provide electronic devices for students in Kindergarten through 
12th grade. The assignments for Remote Learning are meant to largely be 
completed on the students’ devices. It may be appropriate to have limited 
supplies in a home of paper, scissors, pencils, and colored pencils/crayons to 
assist students if more hands on learning is helpful to the child. 


